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This publication is happily offered to the public
free of charge by the City of Texarkana, Texas
On the Cover
Members of the Carry the Load staff tote flags as they walk 5.25 miles
down 7th Street. Read more on page 8.

The View from

Texas Boulevard

Community

thrives during the warm months of summer.

The kids are out of school, city ball leagues keep the local ballfields
busy all throughout the week and into the weekend, and swimming
pools are a welcome relief from the relentless sun.
The months of May and June in Texarkana were filled with
community. We gathered around each other to honor those who
have fallen while serving our communities. We walked miles to
help carry the load of fallen servicemen and women who paid
the ultimate price to protect our freedom. Our own outstanding
city employees went above and beyond to serve their community
members week after week.
We welcomed an abundance of visitors to our area for softball
tournaments, summer travel and much more. We also welcomed
residents back to their hometown after we supported them chasing
their dreams.
This edition of the Texarkana Review is full of community. We hope
you enjoy reading more about the community values we foster at
City Hall and beyond as we work to serve our residents each and
every day.

Community Calendar

at a glance

July 8 Texarkana Farmers’ Market
305 Texas Blvd.
July 10 Vaccination Clinic
902 W. 12th Street
July 15 Texarkana Farmers’ Market
305 Texas Blvd.
July 17 CIP Workshop
City Hall
July 24 TTFD/TTPD Blood Drive
220 Texas Blvd.
July 24 City Council Meeting
City Hall
Aug. 7 Vaccination Clinic
902 W. 12th Street

John A. Whitson, City Manager

Aug. 8 Joint Council Meeting
TBD
Aug. 14 City Council Meeting
City Hall
Aug. 28 City Council Meeting
City Hall
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City Hall
City continues progress on
CIP projects
As part of the Capital Improvement
Plan, the City has numerous
projects happening all across
Texarkana.
Beginning in July, the pond at
Spring Lake Park will be dredged
in order to promote the health of
the lake and its ability to continue
to serve the community through
fishing and local wildlife.
The project is estimated to cost
$875,000. During the initial
stages of the project, aquatic
resource relocation efforts will be
completed during a 2- to 3-day
period before the lake’s water
levels are lowered. All recovered
organisms will be documented

and then transferred
to a predetermined
location that is
similar to the
environment from
which the organisms
are being removed.
This will help
minimize stress
experienced by
the organisms and
support a successful
transition.

City hosts community photo contest
With plans for a website
renovation this fall, the Public
Information Office hosted a
community-wide photography
contest in an effort to showcase
what our community members
love the most about Texarkana.
With six different categories
ranging from nature to community
events to people to architecture,
the PIO received over 280
photograph submissions.
Selected photographs will be used
to help curate a new website that
represents the Texarkana of today.

Category finalists: (left to right) Artistic submission by
Nita Alexander, an Architecture submission by Joshua
Shepherd, and a Community Event submission by Alex
Chavez.
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Human Resources Update

As part of the Move More in
May Wellness Challenge, the
HR Department recognized
Rocky Childress Sr. of the Street
Department and Tammie Moore
of the Parks and Recreation
Department as the two challenge
winners. Childress, pictured left,
with his prize - a bicycle from
Berridge Bikes.

Moore, pictured right, with her
bicycle from Berridge Bikes.
Moore, along with the help of
Zandra Carroll of the Planning
and Community Development
Department, decided to donate
her bike to a local child in need.
Thank you for your outstanding
generosity, Tammie!

The HR Department recognized
Matthew Sellers, Jacob Whittaker,
Ronnie Young, Elmer Beasley and
Larry Graves for their outstanding
work while completing street
repair at 1608 Rosewood. While
working on the project, this crew
went above and beyond to keep
the residents informed, and
remained courteous throughout
their work in the area.
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In the News
Texarkana, Texas Fire Department reaches viral levels with good deed
TTFD employees went viral this
month after a post was shared
on Facebook noting Captain
Mike Benson, Driver/Engineer
Michael Clark and Firefighter Eric
McCasland delivering food to a
stove top fire call they responded
to earlier.
A local teenager had been
preparing food for her younger
siblings when the stove fire
occurred.
Originally shared by the Texarkana,
Texas Fire Department, the
post was shared to the City of
Texarkana, Texas’ Facebook page
which resulted in over 1,200
comments, 320 shares and 86,000
impressions.
Thank you, TTFD, for your
outstanding commitment to
community!

Demolition begins on the Kress Building
Demolition crews began working
on the Kress Building Monday, May
15, a project that is estimated to
take four months to complete.
The Texarkana, Texas City Council
approved the demolition of the
building in 2016. The building,
located on Broad Street, was
deemed a public health and safety
hazard.
The 100 block of West Broad Street
has been partially closed for the
duration of the project.
The project is estimated to cost
over $600,000.
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Police honor fallen officers at annual memorial
On Wednesday, May 10, the
Texarkana Texas Police Department
hosted the 9th annual Peace
Officers Memorial Ceremony to
honor those who were killed in the
line of duty during 2016.
The memorial occurred the week
before National Police Week and
focused on fallen officers within
the state of Texas.
During 2016, the state of Texas lost
18 peace officers. Five of which
were killed during the July 7, 2016,
incident in Dallas.
Mayor Bob Bruggeman, City
Manager John Whitson, and Police
Chief Dan Shiner all made remarks
during the memorial service.

(Right) The Texarkana, Texas Police Department’s color
guard presents the colors at the beginning of the service.
(Below) City police officers, county sheriff deputies and
Texas Highway Patrol officers attended the memorial
ceremony.
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Around Town
Local community members participate in Carry the Load memorial walk
A national nonprofit organization
made its way through Texarkana
for the fifth annual Carry the Load
memorial walk.
Carry the Load strives to bring
awareness and encourage
communities across the nation to
spend their May remembering the
servicemen and women who have
fallen for the purpose of freedom
in this country.
With two different relay routes
starting on each respective coast,
volunteer leaders walk 24 hours
a day, seven days a week to cover
more than 6,000 miles before
meeting in Dallas during Memorial
Day weekend.
Texarkana served as a host city for
the East Coast relay team as they
walked their final days towards
Dallas.
Community members were
encouraged to join and walk
the Texarkana leg of the race,
approximately 5.25 miles from the
city’s Southwest Center to O.T.’s
Landing.

Stay up-to-date with all things City of Texarkana
by following us on social media!
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@TexarkanaTexas

@CityofTxkTX

@CityofTxkTX

City of Texarkana, Texas

Texarkana-native The Voice
contestant returns home
Stephanie Rice, a recent contestant
on the television show The Voice,
was welcome home Friday, June
16 as she played a Welcome Home
Concert accompanied by her band,
Colonial Blue, at Scottie’s Grill.
Mayor Bob Bruggeman proclaimed
Friday, June 16, 2017 as Stephanie
Rice Day in honor of the singer
as she reconnected with her
hometown roots.
Photo by: Maggi Whitlow

Don’t forget, it’s still Farmers’ Market Season!
The Texarkana Texas Farmers’ Market is still going strong
through the end of the month of July. The market is open
every Tuesday, Thursday and Saturday from 7 am until the
vendors are sold out - so be sure to come early!

July 8 - Healthy Living Series

Saturdays are filled with activities for all ages. Not only are
our area vendors bringing their best to the market, but each
Saturday we feature live music and different themes to
complement the time of year. Check out the dates on the right
to find out more about the upcoming events:

July 29 - Annual Best Salsa in
the Ark-La-Tex Contest / End of
Market Celebration

July 15 - Night Market (5 - 8 pm)
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Parks & Recreation
Texarkana hosts second annual Softball Showcase
The Parks and Recreation
Department hosted the annual
Two States Showcase the weekend
of June 23-25. With more than
260- games played by participants
from eight different states, the
town and our ball fields were kept
busy all weekend.
Before the showcase started, Parks
and Rec hosted a dinner for visiting
coaches and scouts on Friday night
in partnership with the Hilton
Garden Inn and Texarkana Texas
Convention Center.
With the threat of a tropical storm
looming on the forecast, the
weekend ended up having perfect
weather.
Thank you to all of those who
participated in the softball
showcase and our outstanding
hospitality industry who made the
stay of those visiting enjoyable!
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Summer camp commences for enrolled residents
The Parks and Recreation
Department kicked off its summer
camp for local kids last month.
Enrolled students get to spend
their days finding out more about
what their city has to offer through
field trips and other activities.
Check out these few pictures from
the first week of summer camp to
see what the kids have been up to!

Students visited the Texarkana, Texas Police Department’s Special
Operations and Training Center to learn more about the police officers.
The students finished the field trip with some friendly competition.

Thank you

to all of those who
attended this summer’s
Movies in the Park
series!
Please be on the look out for more
information regarding the fall
Movies in the Park series.
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Save the Date!
Community Calendar
July
1-3

7
8

State Tournament
Spring Lake Park

TISD Tiger Book Mobile
Spring Lake Park
Healthy Living Series
Texarkana Farmers’ Market

8-10

State Tournament
Spring Lake Park

21

Blood Drive
24 TTFD/TTPD
220 Texas Blvd.
Tiger Book Mobile
28 TISD
Spring Lake Park

29 Texarkana Farmers’ Market

End of Market Celebration

August

Camp Begins
10 Summer
Camp Session: July 10 - 21

10

Vaccination Clinic
Texarkana-Bowie County
Family Health Center

14

TISD Tiger Book Mobile
Spring Lake Park

15

Night Market | 5 - 8 p.m.
Texarkana Farmers’ Market

17

CIP Workshop
City Hall

21

TISD Tiger Book Mobile
Spring Lake Park

Summer Camp Concludes
Camp Session: July 10 - 21

4

TISD Tiger Book Mobile
Spring Lake Park

7

Vaccination Clinic
Texarkana-Bowie County
Family Health Center

8

Joint City Meeting
TBD

14

City Council Meeting
City Hall

Council Meeting
28 City
City Hall

September
11

City Council Meeting
City Hall

Council Meeting
25 City
City Hall

