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Unplugging 

t: 

sink drains 
~ 

How do drains work? 4.	 If the plunger does not work, you can -­
remove the trap.hen water runs down the sink
 

drain, it flows through a trap (see • Place a pan under the trap.
W	 ~ 
:s
 

diagram) . The trap is designed to • Loosen the nuts connecting the trap 
prevent objects such as jewelry from to the sink and to the drain. 
getting into the sewer system. The trap 

•	 Remove the end of the trap from the 
also prevents sewer odors from getting sink first. 
into the house by "trapping" a little water 

•	 Clean the trap with a wire and a rag . in the drain. 
A clothes hanger is a good source ofIf the drain backs up suddenly,
 
wire.
something may have fallen into the drain. If
 

drainage slows gradually, then the cause • Replace the trap. Be sure:
 

may be a buildup of hair and grease. • Both gaskets are in place.
 
•	 Nuts are threaded straight.

Steps to unplugging a drain • All connections are tight. 
1. If you can, remove the stopper and •	 Check for leaks by running water 

clean it. If not, use a piece of stiff wire through the drain.
 
with a bend at the end, or a toothbrush,
 

5. If you use chemical drain cleaners, taketo remove hair and soap scum.
 
extreme care and follow label directions.
 

2. Pour boiling water down the drain. This If drain cleaners don't work, they leave
 
may dissolve soap scum that could be
 harmful chemicals in 
plugging the drain. 

3. Try a plunger (plumber's helper): 

•	 Fill the sink half full of water. 

•	 Plug the overflow hole at the top 
of the basin with a wet rag or 
rubber ball (see diagram). 

•	 Put the plunger over the drain, 
and work it up and down several 
times. 

•	 Quickly lift the plunger away from 
the drain. 

•	 If drainage improves, turn the 
faucets on full force to finish 
clearing the plug. 

the water that 

backs up in Overflow 

the sink. 
They can 
also be 
dangerous 
poisons 
to store 
when 
children 
are in the 
house. 
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culprits. It was only when the plague turned pneumatic (air born) that many people were 
infected. There are still reservoirs of plague infection in the wild today, but cases involving 
humans are very rare. The hanta virus is actually a description of a family of viruses which can 
infect humans. The strain that infected people in the southwest was only contracted by 
breathing the dust from dried rodent droppings . As pest control professionals we are urged to 
take all precautions when dealing with rodents. And, as of yet, there have been no known 
cases of infection occurring in workers in the pest control industry. 
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