Recycling ??

Break Down the Trash!!!
How many pounds of waste do
Americans
generate per year (before
recycling)?
4.4 pounds of municipal solid waste
x
295.8 million U.S residents
x
365 days a year
____________________
Americans throw away =
474,949 BILLION pounds per year

Through the Years…
(Dilute and Disperse Method)

During the first 100 yrs of the Industrial
Revolution (1800’s) people used the lakes and
rivers as a way to dispose of all “waste.”

Soon the Water ways began to suffer
noticeably, they were unsightly,
smelly, and hazardous to people's
health
(Concentrate and

contain Method)

(Open Dump)

This is a land disposal site that is
Waste Disposal subsequently changed to
NOT regulated, and is above ground,
thinking everything we throw away should be
it is exposed to the elements,
disposed of locally in a safe and inexpensive
susceptible to fires, diseases, as
way. Thus creating “Open Dumps”
well as attracts various animals and
scavengers.

What's next…
A Landfill
•

What is a landfill?

A Landfill is a site for the disposal of waste materials by burial.
This is the oldest form of waste treatment. Historically,
landfills have been the most common methods of organized
waste disposal.

Here today… Here tomorrow..?
•

Banana -- 3 to 4 weeks.

•

Paper bag -- 1 month.

•

Cotton rag -- 5 months.

•

Wool sock -- 1 year.

•

Cigarette butt -- 2 to 5 years.

•

Leather boot -- 40 to 50
years.

•

Tin can (soup or vegetable can) -80 to 100 years.

•

Aluminum can (soda pop can) -200 to 500 years.

•

Plastic 6-pack rings -- 450 years.
( It is so important to cut the rings)

•

Plastic jug -- 1 million years.

Styrofoam cup -- unknown?
forever?
Glass bottle -- unknown? forever?
•

LANDFILLS COST!
It takes about $93 million just to build
a landfill!!!!
The Average trash truck
weights 32,520 lbs empty…

All Loads Must Be Tarped
Waste

Price (per ton)

Yard Waste

$46.75

Agricultural Waste

$46.75

Commercial Waste

$46.75

Construction Waste

$46.75

Residential Waste

$46.75

Contaminated Soil DEP/State
Approved

$20.50

30,060lbs is
15.03 tons costing

Appliances (Remove Freon)
Certification Required

$46.75

about $704

*** a ton = 2000lbs

Average weight full is
about 64,580 lbs…

That means you have
about 30,060 lbs of
trash to pay for…

Why Not Recycle!

Instead of a landfill…
it will go to Mrf
•

What is a MRF..?

- A MRF ("murf") is a Materials Recovery Facility A
Specialized plant that receives, separates and prepares
recyclable materials for marketing to end-user
manufacturers. ( Middle man)

What Does Recycling
Really Mean??
Recycling
Is the process that allows used things (waste) to be saved, by either
reusing it or making something new.

MRF COSTS…
Just building a
MRF is about $55

Million…
A Recycle truck holds
the same amount of
material as a Trash
truck…
With $13,000 a
mth in labor
Once the material is sorted,
processed and baled the
commodities are sold.

Plastic Talks!
•

Plastic is one of the most disposable materials in U.S. culture

•

Plastics are a petroleum based product



•

Studies suggest that between 7% and 8% of the world’s
fossil fuels are used in producing new plastics

•

By recycling the bottles, less petroleum is consumed

Why is plastic so harmful…?

~ Plastic Waste is one of the MAIN causes

In Soil and Water pollution.

~ Plastic is NOT biodegradable!

Although this is slowly changing you
Still need to dispose of plastics

Correctly!

Paper Trail!!!
Paper fibers can be
recycled up to 7 times!!!

Paper products account
for 35% of our daily waste!!!

The Average America
uses up to 7 trees
worth of paper each
year!!!
For every 2000lbs of
paper recycled 17
trees are saved!!!
Recycling paper takes 60% less
energy than creating new
material!!!

Glass Action!
Most Glass bottles
are made with 25%
recycled glass!!

Glass is 100
%
recyclable!!!

Recycling 200lbs of Glass can
save 9 gallons of fuel!
It takes 40% less energy to
use recycled glass than it
takes to use raw materials!

Plastic By Numbers!
Name

Typical Products

Remade Into

Polyethylene Terephthalate

Water and Soda Bottles, Peanut
Butter Jars, Salad Dressing Bottles,

Pillow Stuffing, Clothing,
Carpet, Water and Soda Bottles

High Density Polethylene

Milk Jugs, juice bottles, Shampoo
Conditioner bottles, and some
Grocery sacks.

Playground Equipment,
Plastic Lumber, Recycle
Bins!

Polyvinyl Chloride

Some Water and Soda bottles
Most piping, cling film.

Bubble wrap, floor tiles,
Traffic cones!

Low Density Polethylene

Bread, grocery, and shopping bags
Squeezable bottles, frozen food bags

Shopping bags, plastic lumber,
Compost bins!

Polypropylene

Syrup, ketchup, and mustard bottles
Most reusable kitchen ware,

Ice Scrappers

Polystyrene

Foam Cups, packing peanuts, disposable
Cups, plates and food trays.

Other

Safety Glasses, Automotive tail
Lights.

Egg cartons

Outdoor signs

