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This publication is happily offered to the public
free of charge by the City of Texarkana, Texas
On the Cover
Residents are greeted by the new Texarkana welcome sign on eastbound
I-30.

The View from

Texas Boulevard

Disaster changes the narrative. When mother nature decides
to express herself in a powerful, unyielding way, we are left to do
nothing but take it a day at a time.
Hurricane Harvey did its best to make our fellow Texans feel alone;
but within the days after the storm, it was clear we would never
abandon our own. Texarkana stepped up and stepped out to assist
those directly impacted by Hurricane Harvey. Our brave members
of the Texarkana, Texas Fire Department and the Texarkana,
Texas Inspections Department deployed to assist and provide

Community Calendar

at a glance

Sept 29 Downtown Bike Tours
Arts & Historic District
Oct 5 Movies in the Park
Spring Lake Park
Oct 6 Downtown Bike Tours
Arts & Historic District
Oct 9 City Council Meeting
City Hall

reinforcement to emergency crews in the coastal area. Their
commitment to their convictions of helping others is admirable and
honorable; we are lucky to have them.
As we enter into the fall season, let us not forget the challenges our
fellow Texans continue to face and the fact that we will always help

Oct 12 Movies in the Park
Spring Lake Park
Oct 13 Downtown Bike Tours
Arts & Historic District

keep Texas Strong.
Oct 19 Fall Festival
Spring Lake Park

Shirley Jaster
Interim City Manager

Oct 19 Movies in the Park
Spring Lake Park
Oct 21 Bark in the Park
Spring Lake Park
Oct 23 City Council Meeting
City Hall
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City Hall
Council names new Interim
City Manager
City Council named Shirley Jaster
as Interim City Manager as the City
of Texarkana, Texas faced a shift in
administration upon news that Mr.
Whitson would be retiring.
Jaster, who previously served as
Deputy City Manager, has been
with the City of Texarkana, Texas
for 25 years working in a variety of
departments.
“I am excited about the future of
Texarkana,” Jaster said. “While
we have many challenges facing
us, we are positioned better than
ever before to accomplish great
things for our residents. Our team
has a synergy about them, and I’m
honored to play a role in the City’s
next chapter.”
(Right) During a recent employee recognition
presentation, Interim City Manager Shirley Jaster
congratulates an employee on her work anniversary.

City offers new interative
map for local road
construction
In an effort to continue to provide
residents with current information.
the City of Texarkana, Texas has
created an interactive map on
Google Maps to display current
and completed construction
projects across the area.
Users can customize their view
of the map by selecting and
deselecting various attributes of
the map, including state projects,
city projets, completed renovations
and current renovations.
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Human Resources Update
Wellness Champion
La Fonda Clough, Health Services
Administrator, was recognized for
her dedication and commitment
to the Wellness Program hosted
by the City of Texarkana, Texas.
Clough received a $150 gift card to
Park Place Restaurant.

Hydration Challenge
Sergeant Billy McAnally received a
FitBit for winning July’s Hydration
Challenge. The challenge was
hosted by the HR Department to
encourage city employees to drink
56 ounces of water every day.
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In the News
TTFD crews help keep
#TexasStrong
Members of the Texarkana,
Texas Fire Department travelled
to southeast Texas to assist
the communities impacted by
Hurricane Harvey.
TTFD team members who went
to assist with Hurricane Harvey
relief efforts included: Chris
Black, Ken Chamblee, Hunter
Fant, Dakota Huddleston, Owen
Jones, Lane Peeples, Alan Sikes,
John Taylor, Marty Lawrence,
Don Rich, Lucas Shelton and
Brad Smith. Accompanying TTFD
crews included Keith Lee of the
Inspections Department.
The TTFD crews assisted with
operations in Spring, Galveston,
Port Arthur during their
deployments. Our TTFD members
were deployed for a total of 12
days assisting those in the Houston
area.

Stay up-to-date with all things City of Texarkana
by following us on social media!
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@TexarkanaTexas

@CityofTxkTX

@CityofTxkTX

City of Texarkana, Texas

Council welcomes new
member

Human Resources
announces new program

City Council appointed a new
councilmember to finish the
duration of Brian Matthews’ Ward
4 term.Mr. Matthews recently
moved out of the ward he
represented.
Christie Murray-Alcorn, a special
education teacher at Texas High
School, was one of two applicants
to fill the Ward 4 vacancy.
Council approved Ms. Alcorn’s
appointment unanimously.

City receives recognition for Excellence in
Financial Reporting
The City of Texarkana, Texas
is pleased to announce that it
has received the Certificate of
Achievement for Excellence in
Financial Reporting
from Government
Finance Officers
Association of the
United States and
Canada (GFOA)
based on the City’s
comprehensive
annual financial
report.
This recognition is
the highest of its
kind in the area
of government
accounting and
financial reporting, showcasing
City staff’s dedication to excellence
and honesty. The City of Texarkana,
Texas has received this recognition
for a consecutive 27 years.
“The City’s Finance Department
works every day to ensure we
remain good stewards of the

City’s finances while also being
as transparent as possible,” said
Shirley Jaster, interim city manager.
“Kristin Peeples and her team excel
at telling our city’s
story through
clear financial
reporting, which
only emphasizes
our goal of keeping
citizens first.”
According to a
press release by
the Government
Finance Officer’s
Association,
the City’s
comprehensive
annual financial
report was judged by an impartial
panel to ensure that it met the
high standards of the program.
Judges looked for organizations
that demonstrated a “spirit of full
disclosure” to communicate the
city’s financial story, according to
the release.

The City of Texarkana, Texas is
excited to announce the beginning
of a new customer service
feedback program directed by the
Human Resources Department.
The program, titled Caught
Exceeding Expectations, offers
residents the ability to share the
good experiences they have when
interacting with city employees.
“We always strive to offer the best
customer service and encourage
our employees to help our
residents the best they can,” said
J.W. Bramlett, Human Resources
specialist. “This program provides
our residents the opportunity
to let us know when our people
achieve that.”
Once a month, the Human
Resources Department will review
the submitted stories and select
someone to honor. Residents
wishing to submit a story can go to
the Human Resources Department
website and click on the Caught
Exceeding Expectations button.
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Around Town
City to host Small Business Forum
The City of Texarkana, Texas, in
partnership with the Governor’s
Office, the Texas Workforce
Commission, and Workforce
Solutions of Northeast Texas, will
be hosting a free Small Business
Forum October 26 from 8:00 a.m.
until 1:00 p.m. at the Texarkana,
Texas Convention Center.
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The event will include
complimentary breakfast and
lunch for attendees. Guests will
hear from a variety of local experts
as they share their insight and
experiences in the world of small
business ownership.
Keynote speakers include Sonja
Hubbard, CEO of EZ-Mart, and
Bryan Daniel, Executive Director

of the Governor’s Office of
Economic Development and
Tourism. Panel discussions and
presentations will cover finance,
real estate, intellectual property
and employment law. In addition,
nominated small businesses will be
presented with State of Texas Small
Business Awards.

City employees change lights on I-30
While highway maintenance is
oftentimes the responsibility
of Texas DOT, our Public Works
team members are charged with
changing the lights that help light
your path when traveling at night
on I-30.

Our employees use a pulley system
to bring the lights down from the
top of the pole to ground level.
Here, they are easily accessible
and our workers can change the
light bulbs to help you and other
travelers as you drive at night.

New planter boxes installed
downtown
The Texarkana College
Construction Technology Program
built, installed and adopted two
new planter boxes located in
dowtnown Texarkana. Thanks,
Texarkana College, for helping us
keep downtown beautiful!

9

Parks & Recreation
Spring Lake Park lake
dredging commences
The lake at Spring Lake Park
became the subject of a multiweek dredging project to improve
the overall health of the lake
as well as the appearance of
the outer bank. The project
was funded by the Capital
Improvement Plan.
Wildlife that lived within the lake
were identified, counted and
moved to a preapproved location
that would mimic the habitat they
had been living in. This strategy
was employed to minimize the
stress of the relocation on all
organisms.
Once the lake was drained and
wildlife relocated, construction
crews began to remove sediment
that had settled on the bottom
of the lake. The lake will be
approximately 10 feet deep upon
completion.
Despite some heavy rains, the
project is still on schedule.

Movies in the Park dates set
for fall series
Movies in the
Park will resume
this October.
The series will
highlight summer
blockbuster
hits and classic
seasonal favorites.
Screenings will be:
10/5, 10/12, 10/19,
10/26,
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2017 Summer Camp
concludes
The two-part summer camp
hosted by the Parks and Recreation
Department was full of fun
activities for enrolled students.
Beginnning in June and coming to
an end in July, campers were able
to learn from a variety of guest
speakers and take several field
trips to discover all that Texarkana
has to offer.
Right: Campers listen to members of the Texarkana,
Texas Fire Department as they present about the
different tools they use to help others in need.
Below: A camper navigates the obstacle course set up
by the Texarkana, Texas Police Department. Campers
visited TTPD at the training facility located at Spring
Lake Park to learn more about safety and the services
police officers offer our community.

Stay up-to-date with all things Parks and Recreation
by following us on social media!
Texarkana, TX Parks and Recreation
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Save the Date!
Community Calendar
September

October

21

Health Fair
Southwest Center

5

Movies in the Park
Spring Lake Park

22

Downtown Bike Tours
Arts & Historic District

6

Downtown Bike Tours
Arts & Historic District

23

Fall Market
Texarkana Farmers’ Market

7

Dine on the Line
Main Street Texarkana

Council Meeting
25 City
City Hall

7

Battle on the Border
Spring Lake Park

29

9

City Council Meeting
City Hall

Downtown Bike Tours
Arts & Historic District

12

Movies in the Park
Spring Lake Park

13

Downtown Bike Tours
Arts & Historic District

19

Fall Festival
Spring Lake Park

19

Movies in the Park
Spring Lake Park

21

Bark in the Park
Spring Lake Park

Council Meeting
23 City
City Hall
in the Park
26 Movies
Spring Lake Park
Yard Sale
28 Fall
Spring Lake Park

November
6

City Council Meeting
City Hall

Council Meeting
20 City
City Hall

